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Abstract

This article presents the selected results of a research survey on the use of teaching
materials for teaching law in grammar schools. Quantitative design was used for the
research survey; data obtained through an anonymous online questionnaire on the
survio.com server was analysed in relation to the use of teaching materials for teach-
ing law, educators’ satisfaction with the textbooks available and their subsequent use
in practice.
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Ucebni materialy vyuzivané pfri vyuce prava
na gymnaziich

Abstrakt

PfedloZeny ¢ldnek prezentuje vybrané vysledky vyzkumného Setfeni sméfujiciho k vy-
uziti u¢ebnich materidll pfi vyuce prava na gymnaziich. Pro vyzkumné setfeni bylo
vyuzito kvantitativniho designu, data ziskana prostfednictvim anonymniho on-line
dotazniku na serveru survio.com byla analyzovéna ve vztahu k vyuziti u¢ebnich ma-
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terial( pro vyuku prava, spokojenosti s dostupnymi u¢ebnicemi ze strany pedagogt
a jejich naslednym vyuzitim pro praxi.

Kli¢ova slova: vyuka prava, u¢ebni materidly, rdamcovy vzdélavaci program, skolni vzdé-
ldvaci program.
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Introduction

The Framework Curriculum for Grammar Schools (FCG) defines the curriculum for
grammar schools and sets out pupil outcomes, the basic learning level and the key
competences that pupils should achieve. The Framework Curriculum serves as the basis
for the development of school curricula that are developed by the schools themselves
and may therefore differ from each other, but must never contradict the wording of
the Framework Curriculum.

The legal minimum is taught at grammar school as part of the citizenship and social
studies foundation (most commonly as part of the subject fundamentals of social sci-
ences). FCG incorporates the basics of legal theory and knowledge of public and private
law. The curriculum is divided into 3 basic areas — law and justice, law in everyday life
and legal protection authorities (FCG, 2007).

In addition to the above-mentioned requirements for teaching law, it is necessary
to incorporate key competences and cross-cutting themes into the curriculum and
classroom work. “The purpose of education at a grammar school is not to give pupils
as much partial knowledge, facts and data as possible, but to equip them with a sys-
tematic and balanced framework of knowledge, teach them to put information into
the meaningful context of life experience and to motivate them to want to develop
their knowledge and skills throughout their lives. This implies the application of proce-
dures and methods in education that support pupils’ creative thinking, readiness and
independence, the use of differentiated teaching methods, new organisational forms,
the inclusion of integrated subjects, etc!” (FCG 2007, p. 8).

1 Current thinking on the issue

Various teaching materials are used to teach law. These are intended to help convey
information, consolidate newly acquired information, help organise and rationalise in-
formation, and integrate it into the framework of previously acquired knowledge. They
also allow for better visualisation of the curriculum and bring abstract concepts closer
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to the students (Kalhous, Obst et al., 2009). Nowadays, modern technologies (comput-
ers, video broadcasts, the internet) are penetrating the field of education, which allow
for interactivity in teaching and hypermedia presentation of the curriculum. Students
use these technologies routinely as an integral part of their daily activities. The disad-
vantage of these modern technologies is that the teacher is not able to influence the
content of the medium as much and has no control over how much of the curriculum is
conveyed to the student (Skalkova, 2007). With such a large variety of didactic resources
and aids, it is necessary for the teacher to think carefully about their use so that each
aid fulfils its specific function (Skalkova, 2007).

One of the most commonly used didactic aids is the textbook. Priicha points out
that the textbook is an irreplaceable didactic tool, even in the age of digital technolo-
gies (Pridcha, 1998).

However, the law is a dynamic system that takes into account the current state of
society and responds to newly emerging issues, so there are continuous amendments
to legislation reflecting current needs. Here we encounter a big problem, because the
law textbooks available on the market are often outdated, the authors of these teach-
ing materials do not have time to respond to the changes brought by the legislation.

There are currently several textbooks designed for teaching law. In the majority of
cases, the textbooks are constructed in such a way that they mainly present students
with theoretical foundations that are not so changeable over time and thus only need
to respond to major systemic changes in sub-branches of law. Educators who teach
law have no choice but to keep up to date with the legislative changes and be able to
communicate them to their pupils as part of the teaching process.

In alphabetical order, the most frequently used titles designed for teaching law are:
Clovék jako ob&an a svétoobcan [Man as Citizen and World Citizen] by Premys| Sil and Jana
Karolova (Nakladatelstvi Olomouc, 2012), Obcansky a spolecenskovédni zdklad - prdvo
[Foundation Citizenship and Social Science — Law], created by a collective of authors
(Computer Media, 2012), Odmaturuj! ze spolecenskych véd [Graduate! in Social Sciences],
compiled by a collective of authors (Didaktis, 2015), Prdvo pro stfedni skoly [Law for
Secondary Schools] by Radovan Ryska, Monika Puskinova and Renata Humeniukova
(EDUKO, 2020), Prdvo pro stredni a vyssi odborné skoly [Law for Secondary and Higher Vo-
cational Schools), prepared by Alexandr Sima and Milan Suk (C. H. Beck, 2019), Privodce
svétem prdva [Guide to the World of Law] by a collective of authors (EDUKO, 2018) and
Spolecenské vedy pro stredni skoly 3. dil [Social Sciences for Secondary Schools Volume 3] -
textbook by a collective of authors (Didaktis, 2014).
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2 Research survey

The research survey was carried out using quantitative design, using an anonymous
online questionnaire via survio.com. In this type of research, an accurate picture was
created using variables, their values were ascertained by measurement, and the pri-
mary aim was to find out how the variables were distributed and, in particular, what
the relationships between them were and why this was the case (Punch, 2008, p.12).
The questionnaire was distributed by email to teachers of the subject of social science
fundamentals at grammar schools, or to grammar school headteachers where it was
not possible to find a specific list of teachers, their qualifications and email contact on
the website.

2.1 Selecting the research sample

The research sample was selected in a targeted way to include the largest possible
number of teachers of the social studies foundations course and not just take into
account the regional situation. Respondents could answer the questions between
16 October 2020 and 30 October 2020. The return rate of the questionnaire was 20%,
153 out of 755 questionnaires sent out were returned. Even though the questionnaire
may obviously show partial shortcomings in ascertaining the facts (e.g. low variability,
harder posterior predictive checks, low return rate, small survey sample), we believe
that specific conclusions can be drawn from the data obtained for the practical level
in an area that is not reflected in depth in pedagogical practice.

2.2 Objectives and results of the research survey

The objective of the research was to find out what teaching materials are used by cur-
rent educators, how satisfied they are with them, what textbooks they use and what
they would like to see in teaching materials.
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Graph 1
Teaching materials used in law teaching
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The graph above shows that educators make extensive use of presentations (120 re-
spondents). Textbooks ranked second (114 respondents). Some 33 respondents use
other teaching materials than those listed. These were mainly own materials (7), laws
and regulations (7), street law (3), discussions with practitioners and visits to courts (3),
materials from various institutions (3). Respondents also mentioned various websites,
texts and newspaper articles, court decisions or simulated court hearings.

Thus, 73% of the respondents use textbooks when teaching law.

If we analyse the use of particular textbooks, the results show that the most com-
mon textbook used by teachers (51) in Czech schools is Law for Secondary Schools
(Ryska & Puskinovad, Eduko), which is also available in a version with practice tasks. This
updated textbook was published in 2020. Another frequently used textbook (49) is
Social Sciences for Secondary Schools Volume 3 (Horecky et al., Didaktis). Social Sciences
for Secondary Schools Volume 3 is supplemented by a workbook that is used in conjunc-
tion with the textbook (27); others use the workbook alone (4) or with another textbook
(4). Teachers also use (27) Graduate! in Social Sciences; it is not a textbook directly, but
a summary of the secondary school curriculum.

It should be noted, however, that respondents could select more than one answer.
It is clear from the responses that teachers combine textbooks in different ways and
do not use only one textbook.

Amongst other textbooks outside the options offered, teachers use Zdklady prdva
pro stredni skoly [Fundamentals of Law for Secondary Schools] (by Petr Hradil), Founda-
tion Citizenship and Social Science — Law, and Guide to the World of Law (Malast, Svoboda
et al.). In addition, there were materials other than textbooks that could be used for
teaching, namely legal dictionaries, preparation for final exams, and university entrance
exams (law).
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Graph 2
Textbooks used in law teaching
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The research survey found that teachers are generally satisfied with the textbooks.
Specifically, 31% of the respondents are completely satisfied with the textbooks, i.e.
they have no reservations. Most respondents, i.e. 56%, are satisfied with the textbooks
but have some reservations about them. Some 13% were somewhat dissatisfied with
the textbooks and none of the respondents were completely dissatisfied.
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Graph 3
Satisfaction with the textbook used
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Another aim of the research survey was to find out what teachers felt their textbooks
lacked and to analyse their requirements in order to develop worksheets for peda-
gogical practice in the next stage. Educators had the opportunity to choose from inter-
pretive, practice, activating, practical and other tasks. Respondents mostly requested
practical and practice tasks. Other types of tasks were requested by three respondents,
specifically problem-based tasks and examples from practice.

Graph 4
Required task types
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We were also interested in the specific requirements educators have. They options
included more explanation and information, more real life examples and practical ex-
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ercises, more tests and practice, more independent tasks, more group tasks and other
options at their discretion. The most frequent was the demand for practical understand-
ing, for students’independent work and for materials to test their acquired knowledge.

Graph 5
Other requirements for teaching materials
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3 Possibilities of using the research results

We have observed that the research survey highlighted particular problems related to
the usability of teaching materials for law teaching in grammar schools. Educators feel
the need to create their own teaching materials because many teaching texts contain
outdated or misleading examples (Stanék, 2009).

Educators make extensive use of materials they create themselves or that have
been shared on the internet. It also uses legislation, street law, lectures, information
from practitioners, daily press, reports, examples from court hearings and case law.

Worksheets are also a very attractive didactic tool, currently, as teachers can tailor
them for a specific class or a specific topic, allowing them to better and more flex-
ibly respond to their current needs. From a didactic point of view, worksheets fulfil
a number of roles - they allow pupils to activate and strengthen their independence,
they serve to consolidate new knowledge and skills, to practise the material learnt,
and they provide feedback and evaluation to the teacher, parents and pupils (Fryzova,
2014 & Mrézova, 2013).

For this reason, the co-author of the article, Jitka Trzilova, decided to create work-
sheets and methodological sheets that teachers lack for teaching law, both as an exten-
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sive and relevant outcome when writing her thesis. These worksheets and methodo-
logical sheets have been pilot tested on pupils and are now available for pedagogical
practice.

Conclusion

This article, entitled Teaching materials used in law teaching at grammar schools in
the Czech Republic, presents didactic tools used by educators at grammar schools for
teaching law, defines the concept of teaching material, presents the most common
teaching tools used to teach law at grammar schools, analyses the current view of
grammar school teachers on didactic tools and aims to design didactic tools that would
meet current teaching needs.

Most everyday activities are regulated by law, and therefore it is essential that eve-
ryone has a basic knowledge of the law and can navigate the tangle of legal standards
at least minimally, and does not need the advice of experts to deal with everyday life
situations. For this reason, the teaching of law is included in the curriculum require-
ments for secondary education.

Anything that serves to convey and consolidate newly acquired information can be
considered learning material. The spectrum of didactic aids is wide. Nowadays, modern
technologies are also infiltrating teaching. Nevertheless, the most used teaching aid
is still the textbook, the main aim of which is to give the pupil complete information
on legal issues. On the basis of a comparison of the textbooks available, it can be con-
cluded that all of them correspond to the requirements of the Framework Curriculum
for Grammar Schools in terms of theoretical knowledge. There are also workbooks on
the market that contain practice exercises.

In relation to the theoretical anchoring of the issue under study, the results of the
research survey allow us to draw a clear conclusion that educators are happy to use
textbooks for teaching law, and they are generally satisfied with them; however, they
lack a practical impact to a greater extent in the form of teaching sheets, methodologi-
cal sheets and timely updating of the teaching material available on the market. On
the basis of this information, relatively extensive work was subsequently carried out to
create worksheets and methodological sheets useful for practice. The worksheets are
designed to include a wider range of learning tasks and to activate pupils when learning
law. Each worksheet reflects one topic listed in the Framework Curriculum for Gram-
mar Schools. The worksheets are supplemented with methodological sheets to guide
teachers on how to use the activities in the classroom and a set of correct solutions.
The worksheets should mainly be used to practise and consolidate the material, so they
do not contain explanatory passages. A total of three worksheets were submitted to
the students at Gymnazium Trebic¢ and, after completing them, the students were given
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space to evaluate the worksheet activities. Based on the feedback received, it can be
concluded that the worksheets meet the requirements for practical and practice tasks
and are therefore now available for a wide range of pedagogical practice as part of the
output from the thesis by Jitka TrZilova, co-author of this paper.
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